NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND

What Parents Need to Know:

Supplemental Educational Services (SES)
School Accountability

Public School Choice

No Child Left Behind (NCLB) is a federal education law for public K-12 schools.  The law is designed to increase the accountability of schools and school districts in order to improve student achievement.  NCLB seeks to eliminate the achievement gap between different groups of students such as those based on race/ethnicity or on family income.  

This handout will provide an overview of ways in which NCLB increases school accountability through standards, testing, school improvement status, and parental options (Public School Choice and Supplemental Educational Services).

Practical Parenting Partnerships was developed in 1992 by the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education with funding from The Danforth Foundation and with cooperation from the Plano Independent School District, Plano, TX.  PPP provides parent involvement training and resources for schools K-12.

SCHOOL ACCOUNTABILITY

The No Child Left Behind (NCLB) law makes schools and school districts more accountable for improving the academic achievement of students.  This is accomplished by: 

· Requiring states to set academic standards for specific grade levels.  These standards indicate what students should know at each grade level.  The State must then determine whether or not students are achieving these standards through testing.  


· States must test all students in grades 3-8 every year.  They must also test students at least once between 9th and 12th grade.  This testing is used to determine the percentage of students in different grades who are considered “proficient” in specific subjects such as reading and math.

· NCLB requires that 100% of students be proficient (on grade level) in reading and math by 2014. 

· Each year, a higher percentage of students are required to be proficient (at grade level) in order to reach the goal of 100% by 2014.  Schools whose students achieve that year’s target percentage are considered to be making Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP).

· Before the beginning of each school year, a school district must identify any of its schools failing to make Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) in the same content area or additional indicator for two or more consecutive years. These schools are placed in School Improvement status. Any school not receiving Title I funds identified for School Improvement must meet state requirements to improve student performance. Any Title I funded school (schools that serve many low-income families and receive extra federal funding) in School Improvement (SI) status must meet certain requirements, specified by NCLB, to improve student performance. These requirements differ based upon the number of years the school is in School Improvement status.
· Information on whether your child’s school is in School Improvement Status (and if so, what year) can be obtained from the website of the Missouri Department of Education (www.dese.mo.gov/divimprove/fedprog ).  Click on “Improvement Status of All Districts and Schools” for the latest information.

NOTIFYING PARENTS
When schools are placed in SI status, they must promptly notify parents (in a language they can understand) and provide:   

· The meaning of the notification; A comparison of the school’s academic achievement with that of other schools in the district and the state.

· The reasons for the identification and what the school, district and state are doing to help address the problem.

· Ways you as parents can become involved in addressing the academic issues that caused the school to be identified for school improvement.

· An explanation of your options to transfer your child.

· An explanation from schools in Level 2 and beyond telling how to obtain SES, and in Level 3, the corrective action to be taken.

SCHOOL REPORT CARDS
As part of the accountability process, states and school districts are required to publish yearly report cards on school performance.   These “school report cards” should indicate whether the school is in School Improvement status.  The report cards also include information on the percentage of students found to be proficient in math, reading, and other subject areas tested (results are also broken down by grade level, gender, minority groups, special education, and low-income students).  Parents should request a copy of the report card from the principal of their child’s school if they did not receive one for the past year.   

To find out how districts in Missouri are doing, log on to:  http://www.dese.mo.gov/schooldata/school_data.html.  Select a District from the list to download the latest statistics.  Then click on “School District Report Cards.”  

The following website also provides information on the percentage of students proficient in math and reading for each state, school district, and even individual schools:  http://www.schoolmatters.com.

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT STATUS AND CONSEQUENCES

FOR TITLE I SCHOOLS

	SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT STATUS
	LEVEL DESCRIPTOR
	ACTIONS REQUIRED
(Consequences)

	LEVEL 1
	After AYP is not met for 2 consecutive years
	1. Develop School Improvement Plan (SIP).

2. District must provide technical assistance during the planning and implementation of the SIP.

3. Promptly notify parents.

4. Offer Public School Choice (PSC) to all students.

5. Spend at least 10% of Title I funds on Professional Development.

	LEVEL 1, DELAYED
	If school makes AYP in the 2nd year after being identified for SI
	Continue to implement the requirements of School Improvement, Level 1.

	LEVEL 2
	After AYP is not met for 3 years
	Continue all above provisions PLUS Make Supplemental Educational Services (SES) available.

	LEVEL 2, DELAYED
	If school makes AYP in the 2nd year after being identified for SI, Level 2
	Continue to implement the requirements of School Improvement, Level 2.

	LEVEL 3, CORRECTIVE ACTION, YEAR 1
	School does not make AYP for 4 years
	Must continue to provide PSC, SES, and all measures in Level 1 and are required to add Corrective Measures which may include: implementing a new curriculum, working with outside expert consultants, extending instructional time or making staff changes. 

	LEVEL 3, CORRECTIVE ACTION, DELAYED
	If school makes AYP after the first year of being identified for SI, Level 3
	Continue to implement the requirements of School Improvement, Level 3.

	LEVEL 4, RESTRUCTURING, PLANNING
	After AYP is not met for 5 years
	Must continue to offer PSC, SES, and all measures in Level 1.  The district is also required to develop a plan to restructure the school.  Restructuring can include replacing staff, contracting with an outside expert consultant, or other major restructuring of the school’s administration and operations.  The changes outlined in the plan must take effect within one year.  These changes may include reopening the school as a public or charter school operated by DESE staff.

	LEVEL 5, RESTRUCTURING, IMPLEMENTATION
	AYP is not met for 6 years

*Schools in Level 5 must remain until AYP is met for 2 consecutive years in content area or additional indicators and no other content areas fail to make AYP for two years.
	Must continue to offer PSC, SES, and all measures in Level 1.  Implement the restructuring plan developed in SI Level 4.

	LEVEL 5, RESTRUCTURING, CONTINUING
	The school remains in Restructuring, Continuing until AYP is met for two consecutive years in the content area or additional indicator that caused the initial SI status and no other content areas or additional indicators are failing to make AYP for two consecutive years
	Continue implementing the requirements of School Improvement, Level 5.


PUBLIC SCHOOL CHOICE
What is Public School Choice?
Public School Choice is a provision in No Child Left Behind which allows parents to transfer their children to a higher performing school under certain circumstances.

Which students are eligible for Public School Choice?
Eligible students are those attending a Title I school that is in Level 1 (or beyond) of School Improvement status.  Since the number of transfer slots available at other schools may be limited, transferring to another school is not guaranteed.  Children from low income families who are most in need academically will be prioritized for available transfer slots.  

Will I be informed if my child is eligible to transfer to another school?
Yes, your child’s school district is required to notify you if your child is eligible.  If you think your child might be eligible but you have not been notified, check with the principal of your child’s school or your school district’s Title I Coordinator. 

What schools can my child transfer to?
Your child’s school district must identify schools that you can select.  The new school cannot be in School Improvement Status.  (In some school districts, there may not be an eligible school available to which a student can transfer.)    

Who provides transportation to the new school?
The school district must provide transportation to the new school if there are inadequate financial resources to transport all children.  Schools must give priority to lowest achieving students from low income families.  They must continue to provide transportation to the new school as long as the old school remains in School Improvement status.

How do I apply for the transfer?
The school district must tell parents how and when to apply for the transfer.  This is usually done at the beginning of the school year.  Parents must apply for the transfer by the required date.
SUPPLEMENTAL EDUCATION SERVICES
What are Supplemental Educational Services (SES)?
Supplemental Educational Services, often referred to as SES, are tutoring services paid for by the school district.  Title I schools in “school improvement” are mandated by the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) law to provide these tutoring services to students.  The goal for providing Supplemental Educational Services is to improve students’ academic achievement.

Who is eligible for Supplemental Educational Services?
Eligible students are those from low-income families who attend a Title I school in Level 2 (or beyond) of School Improvement status.  Services are not restricted just to students of specific subgroups (for example, a certain population of students) that caused the school not to make Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP).  Schools must make Supplemental Educational Services available to all eligible students including those with special learning or language needs.  Priority is given to students who are most in need academically if funds are insufficient to serve all low-income students requesting services.

When are Supplemental Educational Services provided?
Supplemental Educational Services cannot be provided during the regular school day.  They can be provided in the mornings before school, in the afternoon or evening after school, on weekends, or in the summer.

How will I know if my child is eligible?
Your child’s school district is required to notify you if your child is eligible.  If you think your child might be eligible but you have not been notified, check with the principal of your child’s school or your school district’s Title I Coordinator. 

Who is responsible for signing my child up for Supplemental Educational Services?
Parents are responsible for registering their child for Supplemental Educational Services by the deadline provided by their school district.  Even if your child is eligible, your child will not receive the free tutoring unless you sign up for it!

Is the school district required to provide transportation for Supplemental Educational Services?
School districts are not required to provide transportation related to SES.  The family must provide or arrange transportation, if needed, for the student.  Some providers also provide transportation.

Who provides Supplemental Educational Services?
Different kinds of organizations and individuals are eligible to provide Supplemental Educational Services; however, you must use a provider who has been approved by the State Department of Education.  

Why does the State Department of Education have to approve SES providers?
The approval process is intended to help insure success.  In order to be approved, providers must show that they use methods that are based on research and lead to improved student achievement.  They must also show that their instruction is in line with state standards.

How do I find out who are approved SES providers?
Your school district should provide you with a list of approved SES providers.  A list of approved providers can also be obtained from the website of the Missouri Department of Education (www.dese.mo.gov).  SES providers and areas they serve in Missouri are at http://www.dese.mo.gov/divimprove/fedprog.  On this screen, click on Supplemental Education Services.

Who selects the SES provider for my child?
Parents are responsible for selecting a SES provider from the list of approved providers that is given to them by the school district.
QUESTIONS TO ASK WHEN SELECTING A SES PROVIDER
Choosing the best SES provider for your child is important.  Listed below are some questions you should ask SES providers to help determine which one is best for your child.

How are services offered?
Are services provided one-on-one with your child or in a group with other students?  Are they provided by a person, by a computer, or both?  Think about what type of tutoring services would be best for your child.  If your child has difficulty working independently, a provider who offers “face-to-face” services may be better than “computer-based” services.

How large is the group?
If the services are offered in a group, ask how many students will be in the group.  If the group is large, your child may not get the individual attention he/she needs.

Where does the provider offer services?
Supplemental Educational Services may be offered in a variety of places including schools, community centers, offices, places of worship, and homes.  Make sure you are comfortable with the location.  Since the school district does not provide transportation for SES, make sure that you consider transportation issues when you select a SES provider.

When does the provider offer services?
Supplemental Educational Services must be provided outside of regular school hours.  Services are typically offered after school, before school, or on weekends.   Make sure the provider you select offers the services at times that will work for you and your child.

How often and how long will sessions be?
Check to see how many times a week your child will receive services and on what days.  Also ask how long each session will last.  You need to make sure your child will be able to attend all the sessions.

Who will be providing the services and what are their qualifications?
Ask who will be providing the services to your child.  Find out their qualifications and experience in providing tutoring and academic support.  Some services may be internet-based or computer-based and involve little, if any, direct contact with a “live” tutor.

Will it be the same person working with your child in each session?
If you select an organization that provides SES services, find out if it will be the same person that works with your child at each session.  Some organizations may use different tutors at different sessions.  You need to consider your child’s individual needs and whether this will be an important issue for them.

What subject areas do your services address?
Make sure the provider’s services focus on the areas of need for your child.  Talk to your child’s teachers in advance to help identify the areas your child needs the most help with.

How will you keep me informed on my child’s progress?
Find out how often the provider will let you know about how your child is progressing.  Ask how this will occur (e.g.,  a written report, a meeting, a phone call, etc.).  Ask about what will happen if your child does not make adequate progress.

What is your success record in raising student achievement?
Ask the provider what type of success they have had working with students with needs similar to your child’s.  Ask the provider if references from other parents are available.  If references are available, ask for them.

If the services are computer-based, ask the following questions:
What computer skills will my child need?
Does your child have the necessary skills?  If not, will the provider train them?

Will I need a computer and internet access?
If the services are provided while your child is at home, you need to know if you need a computer and internet access.  Some providers may bring a computer to use during a home session.

Is assistance also available from an actual person?
If the services are computer-based, find out if there is also a person who will be available to help.  If such support is phone-based, check to see if there will be any long-distance phone charges that you will have to pay.

DEVELOPING AN AGREEMENT WITH A SES PROVIDER
After you have selected a SES provider, a formal agreement between the provider and school district will be developed.  This agreement should include:

•
The attendance policy

•
Specific academic goals for your child

•
Timelines for achieving those goals

•
A description of how your child’s progress will be measured and reported to both you and the school

What should I do if the SES provider is not helping my child improve?
Let your child’s principal know that your child is not making progress.  Ask if the school district has a process for switching to another SES provider.

Check to see how your child’s school measures up!

Go to:  www.schoolmatters.com
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